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FOR BUSY PEOPLE 


Between the Lines is one of the 
most unique personal services in 
America. Busy Christian laymen want 
to know what is going on, want to 
keep up with those developments 
behind the scenes that will be in- 
fluencing life tomorrow, and _ they 
want to think in a Christian-like way 
about their world. But they don’t 
have the time to study daily several 
dozen reports from research bureaus, 
government offices, labor and racial 
organizations, nor keep in _ contact 
with scores of listening posts scat- 
tered in strategic spots throughout 
the world. We can do that for them, 
condensing the results as much as pos- 
sible and sending out inexpensive re- 
ports to the ever-growing legion of 
stout-hearted people who have joined 
this unusual fellowship of truth. 
Never fail to pass your copy of Be- 
tween the Lines on to a friend! 











Labor Developments 


A new drive for greater labor control 
over the capitalistic wage system has been 
started under the guise of the 17¢ increase. 
All the public has heard of this situation is 
the demand for a wage increase, but the big 
issue that has long view significance is that 
with the wage issue there is another de- 
mand, that of a guaranteed annual wage. 
It was for this reason that the steel com- 
panies tried to stop the War Labor Board 
from hearing evidence on these new de- 
mands. 

Between the Lines’ listening posts with- 
in labor ranks have informed us that the 
entire labor world, coal miners, auto work- 
ers, etc., are watching this initial drive for 
a guaranteed annual wage as an opening 
wedge for a greater labor control of the 
capitalistic wage system which, in the past, 
only paid out wages when a profit could be 
made on wages paid out for production. The 
whole private profit system of control of 
production is thus being quietly and skill- 
fully brought up for challenge by the big 
time labor leaders who now have as their 
assistants the new types of labor officials— 
skilled economists and business specialists, 
graduates of our largest universities. 

The unions are also for the first time 
making demands for the elimination of 
geographical wage differences. Big indus- 
tries in the past few years have been mov- 
ing south to capitalize on cheap southern la- 
bor while the CIO has quietly been carrying 
out hard-hitting and successful drives to or- 
ganize labor in the South. This is their 
first over-all move toward equalization of 


(Continued on next page) 


SUPPOSE THAT LITTLE HANDFUL of hungry, rain-soaked men who made 
up the first beginnings of the Nazi party twenty- -five years ago had applied the intense 
devotion and passion toward building a better world through redemptive love and broth- 
erhood that instead went into vengeance and hatred. Well, that is what happened 
between Easter and Pentecost 2,000 years ago. We must think of that the next time 
we sigh, “ . but what can we do?” 


X-Ray and Forecast 


When the Moscow and Teheran conferences were being hailed as the dawn of a 
new day of peaceful cooperation, Between the Lines warned its readers that: the prop- 
aganda acclaim given these diplomatic conferences was being grossly exaggerated; that 
London, Washington and Moscow had developed more severe differences in policy 
than they had developed agreements ; that a bitter division was evolving between’ Moscow 
and London and that Roosevelt was being pushed out on a limb. 


As everyone now knows, subsequent revelations have proven that those early reports 
were painfully accurate. There has been little cooperation in post-war planning be- 
tween the United Nations since Teheran. 


New Peace Aims Instead of proceeding in agreement, the big three have been taking 
unilateral action in matters that vitally concern them collectively. The most imperative 
need, therefore, is for these nations to proclaim anew their war and peace aims. . This 
has not yet been done, but other developments, some dangerous, are in the offing. 


A large-scale shift of Russian policy in Europe is soon going to become known to 
the world. News of this is slowly trickling out of tight-lipped Russian diplomatic cir- 
cles. Stalin is deciding to support any leadership in Europe that will yield to dominant 
Russian influence. He is now beginning to pull Churchill’s best tricks out of the Prime 
Minister’s own hands. 


Churchill vs Stalin Churchill has been offering British backing to the deposed 
European kings, princes and aristocrats. Now Stalin is stealthily beginning to use 
the same approach of offering Soviet backing to King George of Greece, Carol of 
Rumania, Peter of Yugoslavia, or any other force that happens to be on top in these 
disordered countries, if they will cooperate with the Soviet. Stalin knows that these 
leaders realize how powerful that Soviet backing will be in terms of men and guns. And 
Stalin knows that the influence of a successful socialized government in Russia will 
inevitably result in increasing socialization of these satellite countries. 

Russia wants a stabilized Europe as much as Britain, and Stalin has evidently deter- 
mined that this new approach will bring about a stabilized Europe more rapidly than 
would the disorder of a communist inspired revolution. The influence of this shift in 
Russian policy can be a very hopeful one provided Britain quietly admits the defeat 
of its interests in the central and eastern European territories and realistically adjusts 
its imperial plans accordingly. There are some indications that this will be done. 


British Shift Official circles in Washington believe that some British leaders concede 
that India is lost to further British domination and that Africa is being looked upon 
as the new field for wider British influence and domination. Africa is safe from Rus- 
sian influences as British Asiatic colonies are not. 


Roosevelt Influence Mr. Roosevelt is credited with much of this change in the 
British prospectus. He does not want to go down in history as the President who 
led American boys into a war to save British Asiatic possessions. Mr. Roosevelt is 
pro-English and, an aristocrat himself, he would like to maintain the status quo as 
much as possible, yet he is keenly sensitive to a changing world order in contrast to 
Churchill’s stubborn refusal to face inevitable social evolution except when under ab- 
solute compulsion of events. Mr. Churchill has tried to guarantee the restoration of 
the French Empire but Roosevelt is not favorable toward a revival of these French 
possessions under their old forms. 

A vigorous diplomatic tug of war is still going on behind the scenes over these 
issues. But it is being reported on good authority that a deep change is developing in 
the attitudes of some important portions of official London. They see that Russian and 
American liberal influences are going to be too strong to enable the old systems of ex- 
= to be maintained. In that development there is great hope for the. post-war 
world, 


Dangerous Alternative However, a large powerful block of British officialdom is 
taking the attitude that Russia is the next enemy of the British Empire, that a new, 


(Continued on next page) 
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Catholic Policy in Peru 


Some time ago (Between the Lines, March 13, 1944) we reported 
to you the intolerant and undemocratic—if not ‘outright fascistic— 
attitude of the Catholic hierarchy toward Protestant work in Latin 
America. Protestantism has lately been experiencing a great growth 
in South America and has aroused bitter reprisals on the part of 
Catholic leaders. Indicative of this is a letter, issued by the arch- 
bishops and bishops of Peru, which has recently been circulated in 
official religious circles in America. This letter states, in part: 


“Ordained by the Holy Ghost to govern the church of God . 
we are in duty bound to raise today a warning voice against a grave 
and widespread danger which seriously threatens the purity and unity 
of our religious faith. . We warn you therefore once more against 
the multitude of mercenary pastors who have invaded our native 
land . 


The letter told how Protestant influences came to Peru and forced 
through government measures that ended the Church’s exclusive 
authority, thus developing religious liberty. This action is — 
of in the letter in very evil terms, and then the letter continues: 


“Scarcely was this protecting wall broken down and liberty of 
worship granted than the unrestrained violence of the sects over- 
flowed in campaigns to propagate their doctrines; and, as though 
they now owned the country, they abused the hospitality so liberally 
extended to them and thought themselves quite within their rights 
in setting to work to demolish the secular edifice of our Catholicism 
by applying to it the incendiary torch of their heretical blasphemy 
in order to convert the land of Santa Rosa into a fief of reformed 
Protestantism. . . . With irritating cynicism we see them posing as 
teachers of religion, belching forth upon the ignorant populace from 
their soapboxes in streets, plazas and parks, the whole content of 
their falsehood ... 


“Another favorite method of Protestant propaganda in the sierra 
and forest regions is the practice of medicine. Pastors and nurses 
with a smattering of medical knowledge and well provided with med- 
icines by the societies which support them launch frequent cam- 
paigns of this sort behind the backs of our own doctors and without 
any semblance of legality... . To insure the success of their work 
they carefully choose outlying suburbs and places where the presence 
of priests, missionaries or energetic Catholics does not interfere with 
the dechristianization of the humble poor. From the ranks of these 
humble folk, heresy recruits the victims of its error; and these poor 
types of converts, attracted by the bait of economic advancement 
and instructed in the above mentioned methods, are thrown into the 
breach as propagandists and at times even as pastors; although, be 
it said in passing, nobody believes in their self-denial or sincerity, 
since they bear on their conscience the stigma of treachery and 
apostasy. ... 


“There is no binding agent so strong as religion for harmonizing 
wills and uniting hearts. ... But on the other hand there is no more 
corrosive solvent than diversity of creed for disuniting the members 
of a community. ... 


“We have sketched some remedies whereby, according to the 
advice of the Prince of Apostles, we may know how to resist the 
common enemy, holding ourselves firm in the faith; all united in one 
purpose of defending our Christian values with a high sense of 
Catholicity, denying all cooperation to Protestant work, in money, 
support, attendance at its services and schools, reading its literature, 
membership in its societies, even athletic ones such as the Y.M.C.A. 
and Y.W.C.A. Beware of false prophets who come to you in sheep’s 
clothing but inwardly they are ravening wolves.” 


The policy of Between the Lines is not anti-Catholic. We believe 
the Catholics have a great place in Christian brotherhood, but how 
can there be brotherhood if, whenever circumstances permit, the 
Catholic hierarchy takes this destructive, intolerant and fascistic 
attitude? 


Profits and Power 


The Christian must forever keep his eye on the revealing place 
profits and economic power have in the war picture. 


Profits The third annual report of the Senate Truman committee 
states that 83 of the 100 American corporations that have 70 per 
cent of war contracts made profits in 1942 which can be termed “ex- 
cessive.” The committee quotes figures to show that 34 companies 
made ten times greater profits in 1942 than they did before the war, 
and five companies made profits one hundred times greater. 


A Pennsylvania aircraft factory, which had made no profit before 
the war, made a profit of $11,400,000 in 1942, an airplane factory in 
New York showed a gain in profits of almost $22,000,000 and a textile 
company, which had made no profit before the war, had a 1942 profit 
of $36,574,000. These figures are typical of many other examples 


given in the Truman report. Shipyards, some constructed largely 
by government money, show profits which often run ten times greater 
than the operator’s capital investment. 


Power Not only are profits high—industrial control of vital materials 
creates real problems in supplying the country’s military needs. Re- 
ports from Washington indicate that the shortage of industrial al- 
cohol may jeopardize our military advances. The alcohol stockpile 
has dropped 42 per cent in the last half year and a shortage of 29,- 
000,000 gallons is predicted for 1944. 


In the manufacture of industrial alcohol in this country a molas- 
ses processing method is used. Big alcohol companies which use 
this method seem to exercise a great deal of influence over the War 
Production Board and, preventing any volume manufacture of al- 
cohol by other methods, have restricted the output of this essential 
commodity. 


Another distillation method, utilizing sawdust and wood waste 
instead of molasses, is available to American firms and has been 
proved practical in Germany, but efforts to use the new method in 
the United States, where there is an overabundance of sawdust and 
saw mill scraps, have been side-tracked by the WPB 


No doubt the big molasses process companies are watchful for 
their profits and post-war business—but what about materials needed 
for the battles still to be fought before victory is won? 


Starving Allies 


If Christians must go to war, they have a right to demand that 
our side of the war be kept as clean as possible. But there are 
some conditions on the United Nations’ side that continue to make 
this a very dirty war. 


As reported formerly in Between the Lines, the enforced starva- 
tion of millions of helpless European women and children continues 
to bring shame on London and Washington war leaders. While 
President Roosevelt favors lifting the food blockade, Churchill re- 
mains adamant. The United States Senate, by unanimous vote, en- 
dorsed the plan to feed Europe’s helpless. Widespread support in 
the United States and England demands that mercy be shown those 
we are pretending to liberate, especially since an experiment carried 
out in Greece has proven that our enslaved Allies can be fed without 
assisting the enemy. 


Recently outstanding British leaders were again rebuffed in their 
efforts to send relief supplies to occupied Europe. The Archbishop 
of Canterbury has declared that 9,500,000 children face permanent 
effects of malnutrition unless food and medicines are sent them im- 
mediately. One of Britain’s most respected physicians states that 
the calories contained in European rations today are less than half 
the calories necessary to maintain health and that the long under- 
nourishment almost guarantees diseases and epidemics whose effects 
will be felt for generations. 


Dr. Howard E. Kershner, who has directed the relief in Europe 
for the Quakers, and is acknowledged to know more about the prob- 
lem than any other American, has answered crisply and completely 
every objection raised by Mr. Churchill and the “let ’em starve” 
groups in England and America, but the British Tories will not 
budge. Meanwhile, as Dr. Kershner warns: 


“Hitler’s proud boast that the Germans are a superior race will 
come true to the extent that we allow him to destroy the freedom- 
loving people of Europe by starvation and to render those that are 
left subnormal in mind and body. People who have eaten well are 
indeed superior to those who are undersized and riddled with dis- 
ee 


“Hitler wages biological war. He seeks to destroy whole peoples 
and we play into his hands by doing nothing to save them. Those 
who survive will be . . . unable to compete with the Germans in the 
reconstruction of Europe.” 


British soldiers, returning through Sweden from German prison 
camps, exposed the hypocrisy of their own political leaders. They 
gallantly left food, packages from home and such tidbits as they 
could buy, behind them to be sent to Norway for the relief of the 
hungry in that occupied land, openly and ‘defiantly contradicting 
Churchill’s view that it is wrong to feed the oppressed populations. 


The real truth of this situation is being kept from the American 
people as much as possible by censorship. This also continues to be 
true of the situation in India. No area under Nazi domination is 
a more sorry picture of tyranny, suffering and death than are por- 
tions of India. The reported dead for the past year are 3,500,000— 
in an area which we claim to defend in the name of freedom from 
want! Also 80,000 are in prison without trial or even a hearing 
because they have dared to say they want to be free. All this in a 
land where we are supposedly fighting for freedom of speech! 





